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FLOOD CONTROL RULE CURVE - a curve or family of curves of reservoir con-
tents with respect to time indicating space required to control flood
flow. These curves are determined from analysis of magnitude, dura-

tion, and potential damage of flood flows throughout the year or for
certain periods during the year.

4

CRITICAL RULE CURVE - a schedule or budget of seasonal reservoir drafts
with respect to time as determined from analyses of estimated loads and
calculated reservoirs based on critical flow water supply for the
period. In the analyses, consideration is given first, to providing
power so as to meet system firm loads; secondly, to economy of opera-
tion; and thirdly, to providing power to meet interruptible loads. The
schedule or budget of reservoir draft may be shown as a plot of reser-
voir elevation with respect to time, energy producible from reservoir
draft with respect to time or by other similar means.

In multiple-year critical periods there will be a Critical Rule Curve
for each corresponding year of the critical period, the f{first year's
curve being the highest in indicated storage energy, the second year's
being the next highest, etc.

. \ENERGY CONTENT CURVE - indicates the end-of-month storage content which is
the higher of the first year critical rule curve and of a value which
would assure refill of a seasonal reservoir based on a specified his-
torical volume of inflow for the whole or remaining portion of the re-
fill period. The specified historical volume for most projects in the
Columbia Basin is the second lowest of historical record. The year
1931 represents the second lowest historical January-July volume inflow
for the system as measured at The Dalles, Oregon.

The curve is a guide to the use of storage water from each reservoir.
It is used to define certain operating rights, obligations and limita-
tions. The Energy Content Curve for each reservoir shall consist of a
graphic, tabular or other representation of reservoir elevations at the
end of specificed periods,

VARIABLE ENERGY CONTENT CURVE - determined for certain large reservoirs
which do not have all storage drafted to normal bottom elevation by
Energy Content Curves. The variable Eneriy Content Curves provide for
drafts below the Energy Content Curve by the amount of forecasted
volume inflow is in excess of total requirements for refill of the res-
ervoir, minimum discharge requirements, non-power requirements for
water at site and upstream and water required to refill upstream res-
ervoirs. The inflow volume at each reservoir may be reduced by dedqct-
ing the 95 percent confidence forecast error, power discharge require-
ment, non-power requirements upstream (if any), and water required for
refill at upstream reservoirs.

The rights, obligations and limitations are the same as those defined
by the Energy Content Curve.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
PORTLAND DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P.C. DOX 2948
PORTLAND, OREGON 87208-2946
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Reply 1o
Atrernlion af

Planning, Program and Project
Management Division

Patricia Milne

Marion County Board of Commissioners
555 Court Street NE

Salem, Oregon 97309-5036

Dear Ms. Milne:

Please accept my apology for not being able to attend the Town Hall meeting you hosted on
May 30, 2001 in Detroit. [ had a prior commitment that I was unable to reschedule on short
notice. I understand that you may host a second Town Hall Meeting to discuss Detroit Lake later
on this summer. 1will attend that meeting if my schedule allows and if you believe my presence
will be productive.

1 do want to follow through on some questions and issues raised at the last mecting. Members
of my staff that attended on my behalf fielded many questions regarding our long-term plans for
maintaining Detroit Lake as a high priority recreation reservoir. A number of participants
accused the Army Corps of Engineers of planning to permanently keep Detroit Lake at a lower
priority for recreation than we historically have. My Willamette Basin Coordinator, Matt Rea,
was asked to guarantee that we would always fill Detroit Lake in the future. Mr. Rea correctly
responded that I can not make that guarantee. While we all hope that we will never see another
year as dry as this one has been, we know that there will be more extremely dry years in the
future. Under those conditions, my successors or I will be forced to make difficult decisions
similar to this year.

I can assure you, however, that my decisions over the last several months regarding reservoir
operations have been in direct response to the near-record dry conditions we are currently
experiencing throughout the Pacific Northwest and particularly in the Willamette Basin. Those
decisions do not in any way reflect a desire or intent on the part of the Corps of Engineers to
diminish or remove recreation as a priority purpose and use of Detroit Lake.

Further, you have my commitment that the Corps' long-term objective will be to do
everything within our authority to maintain Detroit Lake as a healthy recreation resource. The
Corps will continue its long-standing policy of maintaining Detroit Lake, along with Fern Ridge
and Foster lakes, as the high priority recreation reservoirs in our Willamette Basin system.
Whenever there is adequate water, they will be the first lakes we attempt to fill in the spring and
the last that we will draw from in the summer and fall to augment flows.

Under that system of priorities, I expect that Detroit Lake will fill and be kept full through the
summer during most water years. Our reservoir operation in 2000 provided a good example of
that intent. Despite the fact that 2000 was a below normal water year (about 95 percent of
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average across the basin), we filled Detroit Lake and kept it at a high elevation to support
maximum recreation use throughout the summer. In order to maintain Detroit Lake and the other
priority recreation reservoirs, however, we were forced to draw hard from other reservoirs,
particularly Green Peter and Blue River lakes.

Thank you again for your interest in this matter and your willingness to help facilitate local
discussions. Please contact my Willamette Basin Coordinator, Mr. Mait Rea at (503) 808-4732,
or me if we can be of any further assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Randall J. Butle;

Colonel, Corps of Engineers
District Engineer

Copy Furnished:

Lee O'Leary, Chairperson
Save Our Lake Committee
P.O. Box 730

Detroit, Oregon 97342
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