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Defroit People Hear
About Condemnation

A public meeting will be held
in the new public school audi-
torium at Camp Mongold, Thurs-
day, July 7 at 8 p.m., daylight
saving time, to inform the gen-
eral public concerning proposed
condemnation action, and Lo ex-
plain the policies of fhe district
office, in the acquisition and
leasing back to owners and occu-
‘pants of property within the De-
‘troit reservoir area.

- Opportunity will be given to
all concerned to be heard on
matters pertinent to the subject

to be discussed.
-
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The Safety
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COMPLAINS OF TREATMENT
BY ENGINEERS AT DETROIT

To The Editor:

This morning The Statesman
published an article on house
moving in the Detroit area in
which it stated house owners
would be given 10 minutes to
move their houses .9 of a mile.
This is another instance of the
lack of cooperation and consider-
ation the Detroit people have
had from the U. S. Army Engi-
rneers and our own state since
the beginning of this project. We
were told what we would be paid
for our houses but not even per-
mitted to see a copy of the ap-
praisers report. We were told if
we bought our houses back for
moving there would be no more
cost until we were forced to
move. After 15 months we were
forced to pay rent on the con-
demned ground on which the
houses were located. I wish you
could see the seven beauti-
ful copies of those leases—com-
plete with maps of the lot—the
clerical work must have cost
more than the rental. Then our
state takes its pound of flesh by
charging a personal property
tax on the houses calling it “im-
provements on government land”

. Does one have improve-
ments an condemned ground?

Detroit people tried to buy
surplus government land but

were refused. It seems this is to
be a recreation area which we
will be taxed to develop At that
time there was no land for sale.
When we asked the Arrny Engi-
neers where we were t0o go, we
were told “You can go to Port-
land or Salem or Eugene or you
can go to . . ., well, anywhere
you w mh " We have received the
same *“to hell with the fish’
treatment as when the ,ammonia
was dumped in the Santiam last
summer. Yet when the town of
Mongold, built below the flow
line with taxpayer's money, was
endangered by forest fires, who
pitched in to help save 1t? It was
these same workers 1n the log-
ging industry who are forced out
of their homes and two of them
lost their lives in so doing.

We have tried to get publicity
on the arrogant and arbitrary
treatment given us but most
papers seem afraid to publish

(Continued from page 1)

full-scale discussion of Far East- |
repre=- |

ern questions. The U. N.
sentatives doubtless will insist
on confining discussions to the
Korean settlement.

However, as soon as the Kcresn
affair is settled, other issues re-
lating to Asia will present them-
selves. They include: |

1. The future of Formosa

2. Recognition of Red China |

3. Admussion of Red China to

United Nations ,

4. Whether trade relations with |

Red China will be re-sumedl

8. Problem of Communist ag-l

gression in Southeast Asia

A settlement in Korea will im-
mediately project these wider |
issues into the foreground. An|
immediate decision on Formosa |
would have to be made, whether |
it still would be protected by the
U. S. Seventh Fleet or not, or|
whether its fate would be turned

over to United Nations. [
In Great Britain the debatei‘

over the Labor Party’s motion of |

censure of Prime Minister Chur- | :

chill will come up on Wednes-"
day, after e interlude for the
funeral of ing George. That
was over possible commitments |

e e A — A -~

LV A e A A e e

if the Reds broke an armistice |’

agreement. What may be more
pertinent is the course to pursue |
if the Reds accept an agreement |
and keep it. It is of great im- |
ortance that the U. N. harmon- |
ze on the remaining Issues in |
Asia, and that means the United |
States and France and Britain
should come to an understanding
on Asia as they appear to have
done on Europe. ‘

Quote for the Day ’

Faded ideas indicate age more.
thdn faded hair. -—Anom mous

any criticism of the Army Engi- '«

neers. Shouldn’'t our side of the
storv be told? Aftor all we are
making a big sacrifice so that|
the valley people may have flood
control and power? |
Mrs. Earl Parker |

Detroit, Ore. ‘
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BRINGS IMPROVEMENT
To the Editor:

"Tis indeed an ill wind etc.-—

Mrs. Parker's recent letter
failed to report any benefits
whatsoever resulting from the
Detroit Dam. I amn an Army En-
gineer's wife living in the so-
called town of Mongold. First
let me agree with Mrs. Parker on
the difficulties due to “paper
work” and the endless red tape
seemingly necessary to any
transaction with the United
States Government, } income
tax, etc. But aren’t ¥~ all re-
sponsible for our Government’s
faults? Surely we can't blame
one department for all this.

1 have no doubt that each in=-
dividual Detroitian has his griev=-
ance against the Army Engineers,
perhaps if we were in his shoes
we'd feel much the sarne, but I
believe the overall piciure isn’t
quite so bleak. Also the Army
Engineers have quite a few
gripes for the Detroitians.

The dam will be directly re-
sponsible for power of which De-
troit has never had an ample
supply. That which it has now
is abysmally poor and exorbit-
antly priced. They have never
had access to a road to the out-
side which can compare in any
way with the new Highway
which will be finished this sum-
mer. The lake behind the dam
will serve as a top tourist at-
traction — thus creating land
values far above their old worth
and increasing the trade of the
Detroit business men.

For an outsider to understand
why the people of Detroit decry
the need to move, other than the
hard job of actually doing it, is

__ (Continued from page 1)

a stronger ticket than in 1948.
Russell, Sen Harry Byrd of Vir-
ginia, Governor Byrnes of South
Carolina are possibilities for such
a ticket. Again that would not
mean they would expect to elect
their ticket. They would hope to

e the alamdicre ~Ff a rnracidant

absolutely impaossible. The town
is built in a hole where all sur-
face water stands. There are no
sidewalks, no streets other than
the road; to get off this with a
car is to risk broken springs,
high centering or )ust plain stuck
—worse in the long winters but
never good.

Very few of the houses have
indoor plumbing or outside paint.
Even the best of the dwellings
would be out of place on any-

I

body’'s Park Avenue. The com- |
mercial buildings are dilapidated |
and much in need of moderniza- |

tion. To the average outsider
they look dirty, thus prohibitive
to prospective business. These
buildings, both dwellings and
commercial, are what the Gov-

ernment bought and paid hard
cash for,

i . |

The new townsite which s

partially laid out will be a great

improvement due to better drain-
age and {ts location on the new

highway along with several new'

buildings—all this will add to
the overall picture of a modeln
little town. I know 4ll parents
aie proud of the new school
building

and gvmnasium built]

with Government funds. And it
must be a little comfort to know |

that there is an efficient Fire De-
partment and good First Aidmen
at Mongold on which the Detroit
people have called several times

Of course to imply that the

Detroit laoggers saved Mongold |

from the texrible fire last sum-

mer is really stretching a point.

They did their part, for which |

everyone is thankful but so did
the Army Engineers, the State,
and to leave out the Forest Ser-
vice is a Hhttle fantastic. The
Mongold facilities made it pos-
sible to feed upwards of 1500
men during the peak of the fire
We were all fighting to save our
forest, our watersheds, and in-
cidentallv our homes bonth at
Detroit and Mongold One man
who was killed came from Idanha
—the other was an outsider. We
women and children of Mongcld

were ordered to evacuate due to
Sm(‘k(‘ bU'L wWe \\'f’r(‘li'l \\'Ol'l'l"'i
about the camp burning — we

have a good fire department and
ample water.

From where I sit anything that
has happened to Detroit directly
or Indirectly due to the building

the Dam camn but be an improve-

ment.

En Avant Ctvilization!

Agnes M. McFee
Monenld
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